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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel Claims 1 and 4, without prejudice* 



Please amend Claims 2, 3 and 5 -7 so as to read as follows: 



(Amended) An iidi^ge processing apparatus comprising at least: 

input means for o^rying out a distribution process of image information 
inputted through an image^iput mechanism; 

storing means for storing an image inputted through the input means; 
comparing means for comparing an image inputted through the input 
means with an image stored in tme storing means; and 

output means for outputti^g a result of comparison by the comparing 
means, 

wherein the comparing me4ns includes calculating means for calculating 



a difference in pixel values which 
newly inputted through the input 
means, and recognizing means foi 



•epresent pixel densities, between an image 
; means and an image stored in the storing 
recognizing a portion common to the stored 
and newly input images by comp^ ring an output of the calculating means with 
a preset threshold value, and 

wherein the comparing means includes extracting means for causing the 
output means to output only pi^Jels corresponding to pixels of the stored and 
newly input images respectively nvhen the difference in pixel values calculated 
by the calculating means is equ d to or less than the threshold value. 



\ 
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3. (Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising at least: 

input means for carrVing out a distribution process of image 

information inputted through an image input mechanism; 

storing means for storing an image inputted through the input 

means; 

comparing means for ccSmparing an image inputted through the 
input means with an image stored in me storing means; and 



output means for outpul 
comparing means; 

wherein the comparing 



ig a result of comparison by the 



Leans includes a calculating means for 
calculating a difference in pixel values! which represent pixel densities, between 
an image newly inputted through the Input means and an image stored in the 
storing means, and recognizing meam for recognizing a portion common to the 
stored and newly input images by comparing an output of the calculating 
means with a preset threshold value! 

wherein at least three or more kinds of images are sequentially inputted 
to the input means; 

the output means sequentially replaces an image stored in the storing 
means with an image outputted from the comparing means after each input of 
one of said kinds of images and pmor to the next sequential input of another of 
said kinds of images; and 

: )gnizes a portion common to each kind of 
input means and the image then stored in 
the storing means by comparing t le images, and 

wherein the comparing mesns includes extracting means for causing the 
output means to output only pixels corresponding to pixels of the stored and 
newly input images respectively when the difference in pixel values calculated 
by the calculating means is equal to W less than the threshold value. 



the recognizing means rec 
image newly inputted through the 
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yrj^-— 5. (Amended) The image prod 
Comparing means further inclu 



.ssmg 



tes 



apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
eliminating means for causing, when the 
difference in pixel values calcula^d by the calculating means is equal to or less 
than the threshold value, the output means to output the inputted image and 
the stored image as two images, wnile preventing pixels of said inputted and 
stored images having a difference in pixel values equal to or less than the 
threshold value from being outputled into the respective output images. 



6. (Amended) The image processing apparatus of claim 5, further comprising: 

selecting means for selecting one of the extracting means and the 
eliminating means to be put into operation. 



7. (Amended) The image processing apparatus of claim 2, further comprising: 
setting means for allowing a user to set the threshold value . 
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Please add New Claims 8 and 9 as follows: 



£-1 



j8. (New Claim) An imagl^ processing apparatus comprising at least: 

input meanS^for carrjdng out a distribution process of image 
information inputteAthrough an image input mechanism; 

storing means ^^r storing an image inputted through the input 
means; 

comparing means for comparing an image inputted through the 
input means with an imagS stored in the storage means; and 

output means for ou^utting a result of comparison by the 
comparing means; 

wherein the comparin^means includes calculating means for 
calculating a difference in pixel values, which represent pixel densities, 
between an image newly inputted through the input means and an image 
stored in the storing means, anal recognizing means for recognizing a 
portion common to the stored ana newly input images by comparing an 
output of the calculating means with a preset threshold value, and 

wherein the comparing means includes eliminating means for 
causing, when the difference in pixel values calculated by the calculating 
means is equal to or less than the threshold value, the output means to 
output the inputted image and theptored image as two images, while 
preventing pixels of said inputted and stored images having a difference 



in pixel values equal to or less than 
outputted into the respective output 



the threshold value from being 
images. 



9. (New Claim) The image processing appar itus of claim 8, further comprising 



setting means for allowing the user 



set the threshold value. 



